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State pension blow as experts 
warn ‘it’s a benefit not 
entitlement' - 'No right to it' 

Britons who assume they have a legal right to claim the state pension at retirement 

will be in for a shock because they don't. 
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State pension: Pensioner asks ‘who’s going to pay?’ 

SUBSCRIBE 

We use your sign-up to provide content in ways you've 

consented to and to improve our understanding of you. This may 

include adverts from us and 3rd parties based on our 

understanding. You can unsubscribe at any time. More info 

For years, many pensioners have reacted with fury to government claims that the 

state pension is a benefit. They believe it is theirs by right, having contributed for 

years. It isn't, a top pensions expert has insisted. 
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by Taboola Sponsored Link 

Unsold Never-Driven SUVs Now Almost Being Given Away: See Prices 
luxury-ink 

https://www.express.co.uk/finance/personalfinance/1695601/savers-savings-accounts-5pc-five-year-fixed-rate-bonds-inflation-interest-rates
https://www.express.co.uk/finance/personalfinance/1695634/savers-Stocks-and-Shares-Isa-funds-Fundsmith-Equity-Terry-Smith-Scottish-Mortgage
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=reach-express&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-mid-1x1:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Outstream:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=reach-express&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-mid-1x1:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Outstream:
https://fd1e7d.qldqcb.com/?network=taboola&site=reach-express&adtitle=Unsold+Never-Driven+SUVs+Now+Almost+Being+Given+Away%3A+See+Prices&subid1=GiANwuyssdokR2YWrSjCAzUShS1ti9Kw2QF3htSFaMZX3SC481koisaNzrGl4p68AQ&subid2=se-l-suv-des-uk-jj-15092&tblci=GiANwuyssdokR2YWrSjCAzUShS1ti9Kw2QF3htSFaMZX3SC481koisaNzrGl4p68AQ#tblciGiANwuyssdokR2YWrSjCAzUShS1ti9Kw2QF3htSFaMZX3SC481koisaNzrGl4p68AQ
https://fd1e7d.qldqcb.com/?network=taboola&site=reach-express&adtitle=Unsold+Never-Driven+SUVs+Now+Almost+Being+Given+Away%3A+See+Prices&subid1=GiANwuyssdokR2YWrSjCAzUShS1ti9Kw2QF3htSFaMZX3SC481koisaNzrGl4p68AQ&subid2=se-l-suv-des-uk-jj-15092&tblci=GiANwuyssdokR2YWrSjCAzUShS1ti9Kw2QF3htSFaMZX3SC481koisaNzrGl4p68AQ#tblciGiANwuyssdokR2YWrSjCAzUShS1ti9Kw2QF3htSFaMZX3SC481koisaNzrGl4p68AQ


Especially since most will have made decades of qualified National Insurance (NI) 

contributions towards their state pension during their working lifetime. 

How much we all get at retirement depends on how many NI contributions we have 

made. 

So to get the maximum new state pension, paid to those who retired from April 6, 

2016, men and women need to make 35 years of contributions. 
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Those who paid in for fewer years will get less. 

Men who retired before April 6, 2010 on the old state pension had to make a 

massive 44 years of NI contributions. Women had to pay in for 39 years (later cut 

to 30 for both). 

They understandably believe they have rights, in the same way as if they had paid 

into a workplace or personal pension. 

Yet that isn't the case. 
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READ MORE: Pensioners are coming to me in tears over threat to triple lock 

It can be hard to accept that the state pension is a benefit not an entitlement (Image: Getty) 

Express.co.uk readers regularly post 
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tax rises” for working people, 
Parliament to stop the government from 

alongside a number of “spending 
labelling it as a benefit. 

cuts” in a bid to plug a “black hole” 

in public funds. 
It argued: “As state pension has usually 

Find out more HERE . 
been contributed to over many years, it 

seems wrong to title it as a 'benefit', and 

should revert back to what it has always been called, i.e. state pension.” 
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Yet the government stood its ground, stating that the state pension is described in 

legislation as a “benefit” and will stay that way. 

Many pensioners feel this leaves them vulnerable, as the government reserves the 

right to suspend the state pension triple lock at will. 

It could be axed for the second year in a row on Thursday , when Chancellor 

Jeremy Hunt delivers his autumn statement. 
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Baroness Ros Altmann, a former Pensions Minister and a campaigner for pensions 

reform, has now delivered some bad news on this front. 

She told Express.co.uk the position is clear and will disappoint many: “I'm afraid 

that technically and legally, state pensions are a benefit, not a legal right.” 

In contrast to public sector or private pensions, people are “not building up legal 

entitlements to a promised sum of money”, Altmann said. 

This leaves pensioners highly vulnerable to policy shifts. “Governments can 

change the rules and have done so many times.” 
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Altmann said people “seem to get very cross about this” but pointed out that NI 

contributions are very different from pension contributions. 

“NI also funds unemployment benefits, bereavement benefits, the NHS and more, 

not just state pensions.” 
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Baroness Ros Altmann: "People can get very cross about this." (Image: Ros Altmann) 

The state pension is funded from the tax and NI receipts of today's workers, rather 

than a pot of money set aside from your own earlier contributions, said Andrew 

Tully, technical director at Canada Life. “There is no magic fund built up on your 

behalf.” 
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Stephen Lowe common communications director at later life specialist Just Group, 

said the state pension is a non-means tested benefit, available to all who have the 

required NI record. 

“The NI contributions we make help pay for state pension but also the NHS and 

other benefits too. There’s no ‘fund’ as such. Today’s pensioners are simply paid 

out of today’s NI and taxation.” 

This means that if the state pension is unaffordable the government can cut it back 

or change the rules, just has it as it has done so by increasing the age at which 

people can claim it. 
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That will continue to make many people feel "cross", but as Hunt lines up his triple 

lock decision, there is little they can do about it. 


