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[ WASPI women could be offered hardship fund
instead of compensation, experts suggest

Millions of women have been affected by the increased State Pension age
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B3 WASPI campaigners are calling for compensation payouts (image: Getty)
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Women who were affected by the change to the State Pension age could be offered a o

hardship fund instead of compensation, it has been suggested.

The Women Against State Pension Inequality (WASPI) group was established to

support women who were adversely affected by increases in their pension age,
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Women born in the 1950s argue that the Government failed to properly notify them
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of a more than five-year increase in their State Pension age.

READ MORE: WASPI women could get £45,604 payment from little known state

pension loophole
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Following a six-year investigation, the Parliamentary Health Service Ombudsman
concluded on March 21 that women born in the 1950s, who were impacted by short
notice changes to their State Pension age, should receive compensation. However,

the previous government's DWP did not respond to the report.

A report by the Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman suggested that
compensation at level four on its scale, ranging between £1,000 and £2,950, could be
appropriate for each of those who were impacted by the rise in State Pension age

from 60 to 65, to match that for men, and then to 66 for both sexes.
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Compensating all women born in the 1950s at this level would involve spending
between £3.5 billion and £10.5 billion of public funds, the report said, adding "we

understand not all of them will have suffered injustice.”

Sir Steve Webb, a former minister for pensions and now partner at Lane Clark &

Barnet: £19.99 Will-Writing Service
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Peacock, told the i newspaper the Government could decide to set up a hardship

fund instead. He said: "The 'black hole’ number for this year makes it unlikely they will Ronsadiifisii:
pay anything this year. They could well end up saying they don't believe that

compensation is needed.
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Another former pensions minister, Ros Altmann, also believes the Government could
come up with a highly-targeted hardship fund for WASPI women who can prove
financial loss from the State Pension age increases. Baroness Altmann pointed out
that Labour's restrictions to the Winter Fuel Payment have "already demonstrated

that it prefers to rely on means testing and is not in favour of universal payouts.”

WASPI campaign chair Angela Madden told the i: "We think there should be a two-

pronged approach. We think there should be an extra compensation scheme for BOUERTEES
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